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May 13, 2015

Re: OPPOSE SB 231
Dear Chair Rocca:

Please oppose SB 231. These bills are not about protecting kids from e-cigarettes, they are about protecting
tobacco company profits. Defining e-cigarettes as “vapor products” rather than “tobacco products” exempts e-
cigarettes from laws regarding the illegal sale of tobacco products to children.

We agree with the sponsors’ intent that the sale of electronic cigarettes to children should be prohibited, but
electronic cigarette laws should mirror tobacco product laws, not circumvent them.

The tobacco industry’s bottom line stands to gain by setting up a precedent where e-cigarettes and other vapor
devices are not regulated the way that tobacco products are. The tobacco industry has a long history of
supporting youth-access restrictions in an attempt to avoid additional regulations that have a proven track
record of reducing youth tobacco use.

Forty Attorneys General from across the country, including Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette, submitted a
letter to the FDA on September 24, 2013, calling on them “to regulate electronic cigarettes as ‘tobacco
products’.....as they are products ‘made or derived from tobacco™.

On April 24, 2014, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) released the highly-anticipated proposed deeming
rule exerting its authority to regulate additional tobacco products. This recent action by FDA regulates all
tobacco products, including e-cigarettes by prohibiting sales of these products to those under 18 and requiring
manufacturers to disclose their ingredients to the FDA.

Michigan should not regulate e-cigarettes in a manner conflicting with the FDA's regulation. As introduced, SB
231 is in clear conflict with pending federal regulations.

Our organizations have serious concerns about the potential public health effects of e-cigarettes and significant
additional research is needed on these products and how they are used. Until more research is conducted we
strongly recommend Michigan treat e-cigarettes like all other tobacco products. This could be accomplished



by mirroring the proposed FDA rules, similar to HB 5393 of last session. Michigan should simply regulate new

and emerging tobacco and nicotine products under Michigan’s definition of “tobacco products.”

Michigan should regulate e-cigarettes on public health terms, not tobacco company terms. E-cigarettes look and

behave like cigarettes and there is no reason we should treat them any differently.

Again, please oppose SB 231.

If you have questions, please contact Peter Ruddell at ruddellp@rwca.com or (517) 374-2703.

Most respectfully,

Andrew Schepers
Government Relations Director

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
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Shelly Kiser
Director of Advocacy
American Lung Association
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Julie Novak
Executive Director
Michigan State Medical Society
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David Finkbeiner

Senior Vice President, Advocacy
Michigan Health & Hospital Association
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David Hodgkins
Government Relations Director

American Heart Association, Midwest Affiliate

Mf()ftan &l&ﬂm

Meghan Swain
Executive Director
Michigan Association for Local Public Health
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Kris Nicholoff
Executive Director
Michigan Osteopathic Association
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Karen Burgess
CEO/Executive Director
Michigan Dental Association
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Amy Zaagman
Executive Director
Michigan Council for Maternal & Child Health

Denise Sloan
Executive Director
MI Chapter American Academy of Pediatrics
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Paul Long
President and Chief Executive Officer
Michigan Catholic Conference

(i Bl NP, CPp

Ann Sheehan
President
Michigan Council of Nurse Practitioners
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Jody Jones, MD, FACOG
Chair, Michigan Section

American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
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Alice Betz
Executive Director

Michigan Chapter of the American College of Cardiology
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Debra McGuire
Chief Executive Officer
Michigan Academy of Family Physicians
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Kim Sibilsky
Chief Executive Officer
Michigan Primary Care Association

Cheryl Bentley, RDH
President
Michigan Dental Hygienists Association
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Carol Christner
Executive Director
Michigan Society of Hematology & Oncology
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